[Ratio of lymph node metastasis in gastric carcinoma after D2 gastrectomy].
The classification of lymph node metastasis in patients with gastric carcinoma is controversial. In the past, all systems used for this disease defined N classification by the location of lymph node metastases relatively to the primary tumor. In the 1997, the UICC and AJCC redefined the pathologic nodal status on the basis of the number of involved nodes rather than their location. More recently, the ratio between the number of metastatic and the total examined lymph nodes has been proposed as a new quantitative staging system. Aim of our study was to clarify the outcome of the ratio of the metastatic lymph nodes (RML) in a monoinstitutional series of 164 patient with primary gastric cancer who underwent gastrectomy with D2 lymph node dissection. Our data showed that ratio of metastatic lymph nodes is a simple, convenient, and reproducible staging system with an ability to predict surgical results and it is an independent prognostic factor after D2-gastrectomy.